
The rebirth that happens every 
year at Project RETURN occurred 

in September with the hiring of our Lutheran Vol-
unteer and Public Ally.  This month we would like 
to share with you the special talents and skills that 
our Public Ally, David Crowley 
brings to us. 

 

Public Allies is an Americorps 
Volunteer Program where young 
people are given the opportunity 
to work in community organiza-
tions in exchange for school tui-
tion grants in the future.  Through 
their work, communities are 
strengthened and enriched and the 
young people are able to advance 
their own lives. 

 

“ I got involved in Public Allies 
because I wanted to get better 
knowledge of the professional 
world and get ready for college.  I 
was looking for new experiences that would en-
hance my life.  I chose Project RETURN because I 
have personally seen through my family and 
friends how difficult it is to find employment with 

a felony on their record.  Project RETURN has a 
great reputation in Milwaukee and I wanted to be 
part of that.”   

 

When asked how this experi-
ence at Project RETURN has 
added to his life,  David re-
sponded, “ I have enhanced my 
communication skills and 
found something I truly love to 
do.  I like working with people 
and being able to help people 
in need.”  

 

“David brings an energy and 
excitement to Project RE-
TUN,”  stated Executive Direc-
tor Mary Steppe.  “He is a liv-
ing example to our clients.”  

 

David’s future plans?  In the 
fall, David plans to attend col-

lege majoring in Political Science or Criminal Jus-
tice with a minor in Social Work.  As to the long 
term, his dream is to graduate from law school as a 
Defense Attorney. 
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Project RETURN’s website has 
received a much needed facelift, 
with more changes scheduled in 
the near future.  Now interested 
people will be able to download 
our latest newsletters and get a 
basic overview of all our pro-
grams.    People will also be able 
to contact the staff and/or board 
directly through the website. 

 

 

In the future, we hope to offer up-
dates of what is happening at Pro-
ject RETURN as well as offer 
people the option of making a do-
nation online.  If anyone would 
like to assist with the development 
of the website, please contact us at 
(414) 374-8029. 

 

Please check us out on the web. 

 

On Friday, April 22, the 3rd Annual Restorative Justice, Restoring the 
Community Art Sale and Auction will be held with all the proceeds going 
to the Cathedral Center, an emergency shelter and comprehensive assess-
ment center that assists women who are homeless with children. 

 

The arts and crafts to be sold is the original artwork of  adult and youthful 
inmates incarcerated in prisons throughout the state of Wisconsin.  Auc-
tioned items may be kept by the individual purchasing it or may be donated 
to the Cathedral Center.  Food and non-alcoholic beverages will be served 
by inmates at the Felmers Chaney Center and Marshall Sherrer Center. 

 

The event will be held at the Cathedral of St. John the 
Evangelist in Milwaukee.  The address is 831 N. Van Bu-
ren/802 N. Jackson.  The event will be from 5:00 to 9:00 
on the evening of Friday, April 22. 
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Parole Simulation a 

Big Success 

 

Recently, Project RETURN 
with Madison-area Urban 
Ministry and the Depart-
ment of Corrections spon-
sored a Parole Simulation 
for employees of the De-
partment of Corrections.  
The simulation is to depict 
what the first month of pro-
bation is like, with different 
responsibilities placed on 
each individual.  The indi-
vidual must attain employ-
ment, visit their parole offi-
cer, pay restitution and 
other fees, find housing, and 
work on restorative justice 
projects that would help to 
mend the hurt that their of-
fenses caused. 

 

The staff of the Department 
of Corrections played the 
part of the parolees while 
Project RETURN and 
MUM staff and volunteers 
worked the different com-
munity agencies.  All in all, 
many eyes were open to the 
difficulty people have who 
are on parole and living 
with the restrictions they 
saw in the simulation. 
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My name is Rachel Seil.  I’m a senior 
at UW-Milwaukee and will graduate 
in May with a Bachelor’s Degree in 
Criminal Justice.  I am very interested 
in the reintegration aspect of correc-
tions.   

I am doing a 6-credit field placement 
here at Project RETURN.  As part of 
the placement I need to complete 196 
hours and write a 20 page paper about 

my experiences and how they relate to 
things I’ve learned from my course-
work.  Doing a field placement is op-
tional as part of the degree require-
ments for the Criminal Justice pro-
gram.  I chose to do this because per-
sonally, I believe that by gaining ex-
perience and being “out in the field”  I 
will be better prepared to enter a ca-
reer.  I also feel that knowledge isn’ t 
only obtained from books, lectures 

and 
exams.   

So far at Project RETURN I have case 
managed (working one-on-one with 
clients), assisted with the employment 
group and observed AODA groups.  It 
has been a new and exciting experi-
ence for me and one I will take with 
me no matter where my degree takes 
me. 
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Boar d of  Di r ect or s 

·   Rev. J oe El lw anger , 

        Pr esi den t  

·   Donna Bor k i n , 

        Vi ce Pr esi den t  

·   Sh i r ley  H en i k a, 

        Secr et ar y  

·   El i j ah  O’Neal , 

        Tr easur er  

·   H ol l y  Gar den i er , 

        Con t r ol ler  

·  Davi d W. F i elds 

·  Rev. Ron  Bal lew  

·  St even  Russ 

·  Rev. Rober t  Cr abb 

·  Rev. J on  Br ei mei er  

St af f  

·  M ar y St eppe, 

        Execu t i ve Di r ect or  

·  Wendel  H r usk a,  

        Associ at e Di r ect or  

·  Rut h  H ar r i s, 

        CADC I I I  AODA  
        Counselor  

·  Wi l l  Al t i zer , 

       Employment   
       Development  Di r ect or  

·  Davi d Cr ow ley, 

        Case M anager  

·  Bet sy K et chem 

        Case M anager  

·  Clem Ri char dson , 

        AODA Counselor  

·  East er  Det h r ow  

        AODA Counselor  

·  L avealea Bal l  

        AODA Counselor  

Spring is Nature’s way of saying, “Let’s Party!” -Robin Williams 



For years the staff dreamed of giving each and every person looking for a job access to the worldwide web 
of job listings.  Now, through a wonderful gift from Badger Industries and the Private Industry Council, that 
dream has become a reality.  Project RETURN hosts twelve computers that are networked and open to the 
internet, which allows ex-offenders access to more job opportunities. 
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Dream for  Computer  Lab?  No, I t ’s Real! 
By:  Hol ly Gardenier  

Project  RETURN would l ike to pass on our  condolences to the fami ly of Jack Rosenburg, who 
passed away ear l ier  this year .  Jack was an invaluable member of our  Advisory Counci l  and 
an avid suppor ter  of Project  RETURN and other  organizat ions that  promoted equal i ty for  
people who exper ienced prejudice against  them.   

 

Jack frequent ly at tended annual meet ings for  Project  RETURN and was always ready to 
share a smi le with the staff and board.  He wi l l  be missed and never  forgot ten. 

An Old Fr iend Remembered 


